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THE RECHABITES, &c. 



After the reading of Jeremiah xxxv., the minis- 
ter of the Lord said to his audience, 

There was a serious and lasting pleading of God 
against his people. He had accumulated his favours and 
deliyerances on them, and manifested in numerous in- 
stances both his fidehtj and power on their behalf. Not 
only his stretched arm and miraculous and paternal om- 
nipotence had saved them from Egypt, introduced and 
supported them in the wilderness, when he had led them 
about, instructed and kept them as the apple of his[]eye ; 
but, also, from their triumphant entrance into the land of 
the promise, through many ages, and manifold difficul^es 
and trials, he had spread abroad his wings and taken 
them up, or made them to ride on the high places of the 
earth, and suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flint. His oracles were with his people aloae, and to- 
gether with his temple and statutes, his blessings and 
promises, his prophets and holy priests, his teachings and 
comforts, nothing was left undone. The Lord had, as it 
a2 
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were, exhausted all the springs of his benevolence and 
patience, and his people of Israel were upon earth the 
standing and wonderful manifestation of God's grace, of 
God*s undeserved protection and long forbearance. 

And what was the requiring of God and his demand 
from his people, as a just acknowledgment of such mighty 
and lengthened benefits ? Ah ! his very demand was a 
new blessing. He had given to Israel his laws and 
ordinances, and his requisition, his only command, was, 
that Israelites would agree to be happy, to be prosperous 
and confirmed in their beautiful land, by keeping those 
statutes, by loving their God, in doing his holy and just 
wiU. 

To that purpose their God and Lord, their Father and 
Redeemer, had sent to them his servants, the prophets, 
that these men of God should recall to their minds their 
Creator and Preserver, and warn them from a shameful 
idolatry, from an odious ingratitude and a vicious con- 
tumacy and stubbornness against Jehovah, whose sacred 
name was called upon them, whose temple and altars were 
among them as witnesses and accusers. 

But Israel had waxed fat ; and he forsook God which 
had made him, and he lightly esteemed the Rock of his 
salvation. He laid aside the word of his Grod ; he 
despised, he rejected, he insulted his prophets, and mtb 
a lamentable arrogance and heart hardness, Israel enforced 
his rebellion and boasted in his proud disobedience. 

Then the Lord, ready to punish, was pleased to send 
his word to Jeremiah, that he should go to the Rechabites, 
and from their conduct evidence the guilty and malicious 
behaviour of Israel towards his God and Father. 

The prophet, therefore, brings the house of the 
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Rechabites into the temple ; he sets before them pots 
and cups full of wine, and in the presence of the Lord, 
he says unto them, " Drink ye wine." 

" We will drink no wine," is the decisive answer of the 
sons of Rechab. " Our father has charged us to drink 
it not all our days ; so shall we be faithful to his voice 
and command." « • * < • And this is the very 
saying which causes me to blush before my God. Yea, 
disciples of Jesus, this is the very accusation brought 
against us in the sight of our Lord and Saviour; and 
perham| no part of the Scripture is so directly pointed to 
our own consciences, as that simple, firm, and unaltered 
obedience of an earthly family to a father's injunction* 

It was an awful, a terrific reproach to Israel's pride, to 
his abominable idolatry. It is equally awful, equally 
forcing upon us. Christians^ if we be willing to com-* 
pare our circumstances with the conduct of the people 
of God of old; if we understand before the Lord that 
to us also, loaded, as it were/with God's favours and 
blessings, it may be said by the Lord, that he has warned 
us to turn from all evil ways, to amend our doings, to go 
not affcer the strange gods of the world ; and that, alas ! 
too much aHke Israel, we are still, in many things 
and ways, more lovers of vanity than of holiness; more 
servants of our passions than of Jesus; more athirst of 
the wine of sin than reluctant to touch it, than decided 
in our refusal of its cup and allurements. ' 

Shame and reproach upon us who name ourselves 
Christians, that is, elect of the Father, redeemed by the 
very blood of Christ, regenerated and taught by the 
Spirit, received into grace and eternal pardon, surrounded 
with God's presence and mercies, and by the holy and 
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pure Gospel separated from a wicked generation, from 
the manners of this world; and who forget, disdain, 
undervalue, trample upon those favours, titles, and privi- 
leges, as if we were still unknown of Grod, still one same 
lump of sin with unbelievers and sneerers. 

To us, also, the Rechabites speak with a loud voice of 
reproach, and repeat the solemn warning, that we hare 
not hearkened unto Grod; that we, disciples of Jesus, we 
do not follow him, our Master; we do not shew forth hia 
praises; no, brethren, we do not refuse that intoxicating 
wine which sin and lust pours, and so freely, to oi)j| fallen 
nature. 

But whj that? Whj do the Rechabites stand firm, 
and we slide and tumble ! What was in them that they 
should evidence such a fidelity? and what was wanting in 
Israel, or rather, what is even to-day wanting in us, who 
prove habitually to be so far from obedience, and so ready 
to be tempted and soon vanquished by the world ? 

The answer is easy; kear it, Christians, and consider 
in its pi*esence how far it is a warning to your own 
position. 

I. The Rechabites were all together, and every one of 
them individually, certain to be the sons of Rechab. No 
dubiousness, no scruple or suspense in their mind, in their 
heart, about that first knowledge, that fundamental per- 
suasion. I am a Rechabite, waa the simple and un- 
moveable realhy upon which any order of Rechab, and 
any submission to it is secured. To suppose that one of 
those men could have questioned his lineage, and even, 
in the slightest degree, presumed that he was no child of 
Rechab, — ^to suppose it is immediately to annihilate both 
his honour to Rechab 's command, and agreement with 
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Its reqTiiaition. Why woiild a stf anger submit himself to 
thcft order, to tha$ sacrifice ? He has nothing to do with 
thatfamilj; for, as he is not certain that he belo^igs to it, 
hoif cotdd he say, " Their father is my father also. Let 
their obediaice be mine ?" 

n. The Rechabites, knowing that they were the sons of 
Rechab, considered his command as a true one, as a firm 
one, as a standing and lasting one; a& being the same in 
any time, and therefore as binding themselyes and their 
children, as much as Jonadab, the son of Reehab, was 
immediately boond by it. Hie fathershij) of Rechab 
could be neither changed nor weakened ;v their sonship, 
therefore, was also one and the same, and so was the 
father's injunction, a one and real command to his race, 
io his own blood. 

III. And from those two first circumstances a third 
had issued. The Rechabites accounted themselres to be 
one family; reaUy brothers and sisters; really of the 
same blood and spring ; really one amongst themselres ; 
and in that strong and endearing coimezioB they loved, 
they esteemed, and honoured each other; and with readi- 
ness and patience they exhorted, encouraged, and com- 
foorted each other, in that performance which to them all 
was equally precious and authoritatire. 

Such was the threefold position of the sons of Reehab ; 
and from thenee we may learn, discij^es of Jesus, why 
we stand, alas, so far from that obedience which the Lord 
himself praised; which ought, absolutely, to be our own 
character. Three certainties were permanent in the 
Rechabites : their sonship, their father's command, their 
brotherhood. Three uncertainties are spread within the 
Glnirchy within our souls: Am I surely a child of God'i 
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Is really the law of Godso sfcricty so serere ? Are indeed 
all Christians one body, one family upon earth ? Such 
are the three fatal questions, more or less explicitly prof- 
fered by Christians, and as they are a tottering fomida- 
tion, the superstmcture of obedience mnst be frail and 
decaying. 

No faith in our hearts, and ilien n6 praise in our lips, 
and no works in our hands ; such is, half disciples. o£ 
Christ, our sad experience, and such is also the solemn 
warning given to the Church from the example of the 
Rechabites. I will therefore apply to us Christians the 
three circumstances of the sons of Rechab, by these 
three questions :-—> 

I. Are you sure — ^I mean absolutely certain — ^that you 
are sons and daughters of God ; Rechabites, indeed, in 
a spiritual sense. 

II. Do you really, therefore, consider the command- 
ments of God as the orders of your own Father, and as 
firm and binding to your hearts to-day as when they 
issued from his mouth ? 

III. Do you consequently and in all sincerity of heart, 
consider the Church of Christ as one family in God, as 
real brothers and sisters in Jesus, as one and the same 
body, actuated by one spirit, for one and tiie same work 
of obedience ? 

Tou may understand already, disciples of Jesus, that 
the direct answer to those three questions is to be given 
within your consciences, in the sight of Grod> in your 
houses as much as in this temple, and along your 
avocations or intercourses as well as in the silence of me« 
ditation. 

Let us not fear, therefore, to enter into some partieu- 
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lars, and to search our secret position under God's eyes. 
The subject is important ; indeed, it is the onlj one im- 
portant, the one needful thing ; and to apply to it with a 
whole mind and a whole heart, is but to prove and mani 
fest that prudence is with us, and foUy aside. 

I. Question. Are you Rechabites, indeed ? That is, 
are you sure that you are God's children, God's elect, the 
people of God ? 

But before any entrance into such a decided research, it 
must be clearly stated, that I am addressing you, disciples 
of Jesus, and not unbelierers an^ worldly souls. I am 
just now speaking of sanctificcUion, and by no means of 
conversion, I wish to exhort, and teach, and comfort, 
therefore, the people of God, the house of the Lord, the 
Church of Christ, and not to deal with the world and its 
adherents. To these ones, far from speaking of a faith- 
ful obedience from the example of Rechab's family, I say 
with the grave authority of Jesus 's intimation, " Wo to 
you, who being by nature, even as other men, bom in 
sin and iniquity, servants of Satan, and children of diso- 
bedience and wrath, wilfully keep yourselves within that 
darkness and death ; wilfully retain that pedigree and ac- 
cursed allegiance ; wilfully cherish- and enforce the pol- 
luted ties of ' nature and rebellion. Yea, worldly souls, 
wo to you, who count an unholy thing the blood of the 
Lamb ; who despise the voice of grace ; who turn away 
from him that came from heaven ; who do despite to the 
Spirit of truth and hfe* Wo to you, self-righteous and 
foolish souls, who hasten after another God, and say in your 
vain boasting. Peace and safety, when sudden destruction 
is coming upon you ; and who wilfully (let consciences con- 
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aider it) deny that the Lord is a consuming fire, and that 
it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." 

Such are my words to unbelievers, to sneerers, to 
worldly-minded sotds ; and if there he some of them in 
this temple, let their ears he attentive, and may the Lord 
have pity on them ! I have done for the present with 
them, and to you alone do I turn, disciples of Christ, and 
with a perfect heart of love and fidelity, I pkce before 
your contemplation my first question. Are yon sure to be 
Rechabites ; I mean, to be indeed, now and for ever, the 
children of €rod, hi% elect, his family, his eternal off- 
i^ring ? Is God your father ? Are yon bom of Him ? 
Has he begotten you with the wwd cf truth ! Do you 
say, without any doubt or difficulty, I am the Lord's ? 

At once you feel how distinct is my question, and how 
far I place it from that uncertain and dubious gospel whiah 
deals (if I may so speak) with unsettled persuasions, and 
is satisfied when souls answer, I hope, I trust, I presume 
to be justified, to be God's, to be saved, at length when I 
shall appear before Jesus and his judicial throne. 

No ; being as I am, indeed, a minister of Grod's tmthy 
I will not veil his promise, nor flatter unbehef. The 
Lord hath spoken, and aU his words are purer than 
any refined gold. They are all, indeed, worthy of all accept 
tation, and whosoever hath not set to his seal that God is 
true, and so does not, in reality, believe God's declara^ 
tion, makes him a liar, and i^uts his heart against the 
witness of the Spiiit, and all his comfort and efficacy of 



I speak theref(»re of faiUi, dear disciples, and to it do I 
uersoade you to give glory, to surrender with a true hvt- 
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mility. The Recbabite knew and said tbat be was tbe 
son of Rechab ; be did not answer with a perhaps to 
tbat fundamental demand. Do you also saj, and readily, 
I am a ebild of Grod ? 

But I must pause awbile bere, and ayoid a mistake 
•— 4nd ^o, from many a moutb, an accusation, a slander- 
ing, against tbe preacbing of the tnitb — ^by stating, in tbe 
most clear and positiye manner, tbat assurance of salva- 
tion is not tbe first act of a Grospel faitb — is not of tbe 
essence of our belief in tbe Word of Grod. 

To belieye wbat God says, and not wbat I presume or 
persuade myself to be, is faitb indeed ; and if you con- 
sider bow any son of Becbab was sure of bis relation 
witb bis fatber, you will see distinctly also, tbat bis per- 
suasion to be a son was not bis own presumption and 
conolusion, but tbe very assertion of tbe trutbi^ to wbicb 
botb bis mind and heart were snlnnitted. 

Tbat man, in effect, did nerer say, I am tbe son of 
Reehab because I persuade myself, and therefore, because 
I do belieye, tbat I am he. That kind of certainty would 
haye been the mere device of his mind, and actually he 
would have believed himself. How do you know, would 
have asked somebody, that you are tbe son of Rechab ? 
Because I believe, that is to say, because I presume and 
persuade myself that I am so. His faith, therefore, 
'satisfied witb its own conceit and presupposition, would 
have been nothing more than the infatuation of a fanatic, 
or tbe idle dream of a fool. 

And you, disciples of Jesus, would fall into the same 
snare of self-illusion, if you should say witb the followers 
of Arminius, (whateva: may be then* title, number, Church, 
or terrestrial hierarchy and power,) that whosoever accepts 
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salvation by belieying that Jesus has saved him, is in the 
faith, and must be sure, as long as he believes it, that he 
has life, that he is a child of God. The foolish virgins 
of the parable persuaded themselves also that they were 
of the bridegroom's festival, and they pleaded aloud upon 
their decided belief. Many, a great many, professors of 
Christianity do the same, and go on with security, repeat- 
ing that they are children of .Grod, because, say they, 
they believe that Jesus has redeemed them ; as if faith 
in Jesus should express itself by saying, he that beUeveth 
that Jesus hath saved him is indeed saved. 

No, Christians, faith is not to fancy a thing, but it is 
to believe what God has said ; and as Gt)d does not say 
to me, believe that thou art saved, and thou shalt be 
saved, I cannot follow such a course, and persuade myself 
that I a^ a child of God because I believe, or rather, 
because I suppose that I am so. I wish indeed to be a 
believer, I will then hear what God says, and depend 
upon it, as the Rechabite depended upon his father's 
record and assertion, and in that process found certainty. 

How that ? will ask somebody. How did a Rechabite 
surely know that Rechab was indeed his progenitor? 
that he was himself, and really, one of that special 
race ? 

By faith, is my only answer, and but by faith* He 
was told so from his birth, and he rested simply upou that 
testimony. No other ground, no other credential, could 
supply the declaration of Rechab. All subsequent evi- 
dences, tender care, education, tokens, gifts, inheritance, 
and so many other demonstrations of love, were subservient 
to the fundamental and previous assertion. An adopted 
child could have enjoyed the favours of affection, but never 
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would he haye heard this simple and plain assertion, " I 
have begotten thee ; thou art my blood." 

The Rechabite, therefore, considering the witness of 
Rechab as true, was resting upon it; and ,farfrom saying, 
because I haye received food, raiment, and tokens of love 
from that man, I see and believe that he is my father ; — 
he said, in the reverse, I am his son ;and this is the 
reason why I did receive from his love so many grants 
and comforts. 

Do the same, disciples of the Bible. Hear and listen 
to what God says, and simply depend upon it. Noah 
depended upon God's record, and because he had be- 
lieved it he feared and prepared the ark. Abraham also 
depended upon God's record and promise, and because 
he had believed God Isaac was bom. Neither Noah nor 
Abraham rested upon their own supposition, but solely 
upon God's saying. Imitate their faith ; pay attention 
to God's declarations to you, to your ownselvcs ; and by 
depending also upon them, receive from them, and possess 
the^full certainty of your sonship, of your being indeed a 
child of God, a spiritual Rechabite. 

What is, therefore, that saying of God, which, being 
depended upon, will create such a blessed assurance ? 

The same word, disciples of Jesus, which makes yot^ 
sure that you were born in sin, and that you deserve the 
curse of the law, will make you sure also that you are 
children of God, and his dear family, if you believe 
indeed what is declared in it. 

As a proof of what I say, consider how you know and 
are certain that you were born in sin. It is surely not 
from any feeling or self-persuasion. If you feel and 
are conscious of your actual sin* and propensity to evil, 
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you could not feel either your generati<m or your birth. 
Here, therefore, the whole matter rests only upon God's as- 
sertion, and you are certain of it ; you say immediately, I 
was bom in sin because God declares it. The thing is 
true in God's saying, and by no means in your reception 
of it ; and Socinians, who deny original sin, do not, by 
their unbelief annihilate the fact, as you do not establish 
it by your faith. God says that it is so, therefore the 
thing exists, and my faith only honours God's record and 
assertion. 

The same is obvious yriih regard to that curse which 
sin deserves from the law of God. How do you know, 
brethren, that, as sinners, you are under that dreadful 
sentence, under a curse from God ? Ah ! surely you do 
not feel it ; for should you feel the curse of the Almighty 
in your souls, your despair would manifest your condition ; 
and Judas's end would appear to you the only and fatal 
escape to your t(»rments. It is not, therefcH^, because 
you feel the curse of the law, but it is because you believe 
God's declaration, that you are sure and sensible of that 
awful condition. Here, then, faith is your teacher and 
master. Grod is true ; God says it ; it is so, therefore, 
and I depend upon it ; and, as a consequence, I feel it^ 
} am convinced and sensible of it» because I fully rest 
upon God's record. 

Now, my brethren, do the same with respect to God'& 
promises of grace, and you will hold and possess the 
peace and joy which are included in them. Because you 
believe the threatenii^s of God against sin and diaQl>e- 
dience, you feel yourselves uneasy ; believe, therefore, hia 
declarations of love, grace> and pardon, and all uneasinesa 
wJl be removed, and relief and unspeakable gladnesa will 
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fiU jour souls. For, ae God is trua when he pr<mouQces 
his just sentence, he is equally true when he proclaims 
his immense love, when he publishes his wide grace iii 
Jesus. If, then, dear disciples of Chiist, you rest sin- 
cerely and simply (m Grod's declaration of his fatherly 
love in Jesus, you will have, certainly, in your souls, that 
firm assurance that you are children, which the sons of 
Rechab possessed respecting their ancestor. 

Tou assent to ihat statement, and you repeat secretly 
in your hearts. So it is ! Tou, simple and real disciples 
of Christ, who, being built only upon God's pr(»nise in 
him, have receiyed that seal of the Spirit whereby you 
cry Abba, Father ! thence know that you are now tha 
sons of God, that you have passed from death unto llfe» 
and that you have, and for ever, that eternal life, which 
was in the Father, and which he hath revealed to you, to 
your own soul ! 

You understand, therefore, my declarations, and you 
agree and testify that Grod indeed is true, and that thera 
is in him no error, nor guile, or empty promise, when he 
says, that whosoever believeth in Jesus hath life, and 
shall not perish. Oh ! would the Lord, who has blessed 
you by opening your understanding and reviving your 
heart, show forth here, in this present hour, the sama 
efficacy of grace to so many souls, who, mixing their self- 
feelings with God's word, keep themaelvea in feebleness 
and sorrow ! 

For, consider well, you real but unsteady disciples of 
Jesus, consider attentively what ypu are doing respecting 
Grod's promise in his Som, 

6od says that you, simiers, you are vnder the sentence 
of his law, and that there is no help in you ; and ygu 
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readily believe it. You declare, with the truest humilia- 
tion, that were not the grace of Grod in Christ, you 
should perish, and justly. 

So far, then, you are believers ; for you receive God's 
word in its full meaning, and you give glory to his 
law. 

But, beloved, why, after having adhered so firmly to 
God's declaration of justice, do you not adhere as firmly 
fo his equally plain declaration of grace and eternal 
pardon ? Why do you speak freely, and without any 
doubt, when it is a question of your state of sin and con- 
demnation, and then do you stagger, hesitate, and dare 
no more to affirm, when a mention is made of yOur 
pardon, of your salvation ? 

Ah ! will you answer, the two positions are not the 
same. Convinced, as we are, and sensible also, of our 
sinful nature, and of God's just indignation, we cannot 
but f^l our deep misery, and know that we deserve 
punishment. That stands written both in God's book, 
and within us, in our inward conscience. But to know 
whether pardon is ours, and whether we are, or we are 
BOt, presently entitled to God's salvation, is not of the 
same simple demonstration ; for salvation is a thing 
equally momentous and complicated. If God is the 
giver of it, man is the subject of it ; and in a man that 
salvation is evidenced both by feelings and fruits. 

Were we, therefore, the happy subjects of such a 
Divine work, we should certainly realize within our minds 
and hearts the necessary efficacies of that celestial and 
quickening life, and our minds enlightened, and our 
hearts comforted, and our souls directed to heavenly con- 
^mplations and pursuits, would prove, without uncer* 
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tainty, that God has indeed begun his work in us ; that 
we are his people, his dear ehildreau 

Fruits are wanting in us ; sap, therefore, is wanting 
also. Naj, we could not say that we are the children 
of God, for we see neither in his declarations, nor in 
cur daily experience, the manifestation of such a 
grace ! 

Hold, now! you sincere, hut, indeed, mistaken dis- 
ciples I You haye said things true and sound, and 
nothing is more clearly stated in Gt)d's Word than the 
eternal and necessary connexion which binds grace to 
holiness, and holiness to grace. We will say, therefore, 
with you, and decidedly^ as it is written, that without 
holiness nobody shall see the Lord ; that he that walketh 
in darkness ha» not received God's light ; tibat to be 
carnally-minded is death ; that true disciples are known 
by this, — ^namely, by their adherence to their Lord's 
commandments. Here, Christians, let the Word of God 
be exalted, and the law, the holy law, be magi^fied. No ! 
where is no love of Jesus, there is no grace of the 
Father ; and there is no love of Jesus where there is no 
keeping of his commandm^its ! 

Let the Antinomian reply, and proffer his sophisms ; 
let him say that faith is all, that Grod's promise is firm, 
j»id that Boere and true dependanee on it is eternal safety, 
without any respect to subsequent obedience, to any cq» 
ia^oa of transformation to Jesus 's image. Let him boast 
in his belief of a mere word of grace, and let him, in 
that kind of grace, forget to depart &om iniquity, and to 
die to the world and it» lusts. We will leaye him aside, 
and to his vain boasting we wiU answer onee more, it is 
written^ ^Beye foUowers <^ God, as dear children;" for 

B 
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every man that hath in him the hope to be like him, 
pmifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

But, my brethren, if to despise God's holy statutes, 
and if to love the world and its yanities, is an evidence 
of an unchanged heart, do you not see and well un- 
derstand these two things? First, that no Rechabite 
could have either listened to, or liked and kept any com- 
mand of Rechab, had he not, before all, and previously 
to his obedience, realized his filiation; and, secondly, 
^that a Rechabite, had he felt himself sad and uneasy in 
consequence of some negligence of Rechab 's intimation, 
could not have said that he was no son, because he was 
in something a disobedient son. His sadness, his com- 
plaint against his behaviour, would have been the very 
proof of his relation with his father, and. of his honour 
for a parental authority. 

Your mistake, therefore, is evident, when you look to 
your obedience before looking to the primitive and neces- 
sary spring of obedience ; when you say, in so many 
words, a Rechabite will not be certain that he is a son 
of Rechab till he shall have obeyed Rechab, as being one 
of his sons. What an absurdity, do you exclaim ? How 
could that man obey as a son if he be not certain, before 
acting, that he is a son indeed ? 

What an absurdity, will I repeat (and directly to your 
own good sense), it is to say, I will be sure that I am a 
child of GU)d after I shall have loved Grod and kept his 
statutes with the heart of his child. 

Of his child? But you say that you are not yet liis 
child. How, therefore, could you obey as a child? 
What! You doubt to-day whether you be or not an 
"^•nglishman, a citizen of Great Britain, and a su))ject of 



THE KECHABITES. 19 

Queen Victoria, and you would attempt to feel, to speak, 
and to act, as a son of England, and specially as a serrant 
of her Queen ? In good logic. Sirs, be certain, in principle, 
that you are citizens, and then you will see how to be 
faithful citizens. Have, and retain before all, in the 
stem of your persuasion the sap of your national birth 
and right, and then you shall have it in the branches of 
your feelings and actions ; and these effects will evidence 
that energy, that previous cause — I mean the very sap of 
your citizenship. 

But, will you still reply, I know and I feel that I am 
of my nation, but I have nothing in me which I could 
depend upon as a sensible token from God that I am 
his child ? Let the Lord give me a proof of it, and 
I will know it. Till, then, I have and feel it, how 
could I know, or persuade myself, that indeed I am 
his? 

I am happy, indeed, to hear you speaking so, if it be 
so really ; for your saying includes this truth, that if God 
has manifested to you, and in you, that you are his child, 
you are bound to believe it, previously to -any subsequent 
manifestation of belief. Now, if you turn the pages of 
your Bibles to Matthew xvi. 13, you will see, I trust, what 
the Lord has done for you and in you ; and if you see it, 
you will see also your mistake about your own vocation 
and election. 

You read, then, that Jesus, who, in his humanity, 
appeared nothing but a man, having no form nor come- 
liness, desired to hear from his disciples what were the 
opinions of men about him. The answer was, that, 
according to their natural perceptions, they supposed him 
to be some prophet. Then the Lord asked from 
B 2 
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his own disciples whether thej helieved also that he waa 
' nothing hut a prophet ? " "Whom say ye that I am ?" 
was his requisition. 

Now, disciples, pay the most intense attention to Peter's 
answer to his Lord : — " Thou art," says he, " the Christ; 
the Son of the living God." 

Do you understand, do you weigh that answer ? He 
does not say, Thou art my Saviour, for I do feel that thou 
art so, or because I do love thee. But he says. Thou art 
the Christ, the very Son of God. Thou art that Messiah 
promised from the beginning of the world ; that seed of 
the woman who shall bruise the head of the serpent ; 
that Righteousness of God promised to the fathers, typi- 
fied by the law, foreseen and proclaimed by the prophets ; 
in a word, the Christ of God, the Anointed One, even 
the Lord our Righteousness. 

Such is the answer of Peter. He has in his heart 
faith in Jesus, for he discerns in him the Christ, the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the Church. His answer, there- 
fore, is according to his belief ; he testifies with his mouth 
that his soul is cdoring Jesus, and looking to him, and to 
him alone, as to the Son of God, the Redeemer, the 
Lamb. 

So do we feel also, and say! will you exclaim, jou 
sincere behevers of the Bible? Yea, in a truth, vre 
believe also that Jesus is the Son of God, that he is the 
Christ, the Saviour ; that there is no other Redeemer 
but that blessed and Almighty Messenger of the Ceye- 
nant ; and that he has really accomf^shed, in himself, 
the eternal salvation of his people. That is the truth ! 
we do believe, indeed, and we confess it also. But what 
relation has that feeling and uttenuoce with our own 
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safety, with this important declaration that we are the . 
children of God ? 

Read if yon please, the reply of Jesus, and be simple 
in yonr dependanee upon it. 

" Blessed art thou," replied the Lord to Peter. And 
be certain, my friends, that a man whom Grod has blessed 
is indeed a child of God. If €rod says, therefore, to you, 
to one of you, that he is blessed, let that man be certain 
that he is no more under Grod's displeasure ; that he is a 
reconciled one, a sinner pardoned ; that is to say, a child 
of God — a Be(^habite. 

Go on, therefore, and see why Jesus declared to Peter 

that he, the son of Jona, was a blessed one. '^ Blessed 

art thou," says he, "for flesh and blood hath not revealed 

" mito thee that I am the Christ, the Son of God, but it is 

my very Fatha* who has done it." 

Do you see it now, and will you be pleased to believe 
it ? Do you see, positively, first, that the belief in Jesus, 
namely, that he is indeed the Messiah, the Son of the 
jiving God, that such a faith (which is called faith on hb 
name) is the revelation of the Father, and by no means 
the ^eduction or preparation of any human will or 
irifld(»n? And, secondly,* do you see, with the same 
evidence, that whosoever has that belief in himself, in hiB 
2Qind and heart, was the direct object of the Father's 
knowledge and work, since in him the Father himself has 
created that belief, by an omnipotent revelation ? 

What ! will answer some mind, too hasty, or not 
e&ough attaitive. Whosoever says that Jesus is the Christ, 
and the Son of God, is blessed of the Father? If 
things are so, how many children of God live and 
die in this large city, and who, in the meantime, live 
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and die as enemies of God, both in their deeds and 
words ! 

No, no ! will we reply, no ! to say and to believe are 
not one and the same thing. The people of the land of 
Judah, and many men of this world, were saying also 
that Jesus was, most likely, a prophet ; but his disciples 
were believing that he was the Son of God. Many, 
very many men also say, and repeat in all ages and 
now, that Jesus is the Son of God, but who never 
believed it ; who never submitted solemnly their mind 
and heart to that truth, or rather to that fact. And as 
that multitude says (I grant it), but does not believe with 
the heart, that Jesus is the Saviour, that in him is eternal 
life, that he has really come down from the Father, 
• — ^that very multitude remains, even with that saying* 
and repetition of words, what it was by birth — I mean, 
ignorant of the gift of Gt)d, and reluctant to his holy 
laws. 

But let one of those men be visited from above, and, 
after having been drawn by the Father's teaching, let 
him be enlightened by the Word, under the Spirit's effi- 
cacy, and let him receive into himself the heavenly 
regeneration, the revelation of the Son of €rod, and then 
come and see what a change is produced in him ; and 
contemplate now the work of the Almighty Creator, and 
the exceeding greatness of his power in that soul, who 
believes according to the working of his mighty power ; 
who, in fact, is created anew, and who knows it and 
evidences it ; for now he does not say only, but he 
knows and believes it also, that Jesus is indeed the Ghiist, 
the Son of (Jod, and he believes on him. The Father, 
therefore, has wrought in that soul his own work of 
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spiritual generation^ even that faith which is the gift of 
God. 

Consider, and search, therefore, jour own mind and 
conscience, and, examiningyourselves, do ascertain whether 
you say, with a kind of habit and levity, that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of Grod ; or whether you bow before him 
in your inner man, in your soul, because you assuredly 
believe the testimony which the Father has given and 
proclaimed under heaven, that he gave us eternal life, 
and that such a life is in his Son Jesus. This is your 
dutjr, as well as your life. Be not, therefore, idle or 
indifferent. To stagger is a doubt ; and a doubt, when 
God hath spoken, is a sin. Hear God, therefore ; and, 
depending humbly upon his Word of grace, believe his 
promise, and give thanks to the Father for his unspeak- 
able gift. 

Without that positive certainty, never will your soul 
even desire, much less perform, the meanest work of true 
Gospel obedience. The law of God will be, indeed, 
before you ; and moved, as you will be, with fear, or with 
a kind of submission, and also, perhaps of love to God, 
you will acquiesce to the command, as it is written, and 
you will do, even with many sacrifices and self-denial, 
what the letter prescribes ; and so, disciples of God's 
authority, you will appear before men at a wide distance 
from unbelievers and profane servants of sin ; but never, 
no, never, will the least of your performances issue from 
/ai<A, since you will obey, in yom* best hours, in order to 
make you sure that you have /ai<A, that true faith which 
manifests itself by good fruits. Fruits (do you not see 
•it?) will be sought after, as a proof and assertion that now 
you are allowed to have faith. Belief, therefore, will not 
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be the root of them, the sap and' energy of their issue. 
The Rechabite, therefore, if he be in your position, and 
still in doubt about his filiation, inll abstain from wine, 
in order to make him sure that Bechab was indeed his 
father. He will not, there&>re, ke^ a father's com- 
mand. No, he will not act as a Bechabite, as a son ; 
and that kind of obedience, without connexion with ihe 
spirit of a child, will be feeble and dead in itself, and 
will be surely troubled, restrained, and choked by die first 
temptation. 

Such is, Ghnstians, the situation of many professors of 
rdligion, and such is the true reason and spring of that 
idle, dull, and unsteady obserration of Jesus's precepts 
and examples. Great pains, labours, and works are 
taken, are suffered, and a decided perseverance also is 
performed, by many disciples ; and nothing, however, is 
obtained &om so many deeds but new doubts and new 
sighs ; and as the Spirit of adoption is not the spring, 
the efficacy, the force and suppoH;, of that religious 
exertion, it has no reality in God, and very soon the 
world, the flesh, and the lust of this age, come and pre- 
vail over it. " The just," it is writt^i, "shall live by 
faith." Faith, therefore, and not life, is the first. Be- 
lieve, and you shall live. Realize your Bonsfai|i, your 
election, and, as a sure consequence, you will act as sons, 
as dlect, by t^t spirit of faith and adoption which is the 
seal of a true belief. 

Israel refused to follow that Divine pxicedure. He 
said, indeed, that Jehovah was God ; he confessed alsD 
that his t^n^e and oracles were with his own people : 
and he despised the uncircumcised nations and their vain 
priviieges ; but Israel did not beheve Grod's promise ; he 
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rested not seriously on God*a record of grace ; and as 
Israd minded not his heavenly birth, he did not care 
about its privileges. How would he have rejoiced in 
God's laws, he who was still as a stranger ; who had no 
filial spirit in his mind ? How would he have dealt with 
God, as the Rechabites dealt with their Father, since he 
was questioning the first spring and canso of a filial 
obedience ? 

I will, therefore, conclude here my first argument I 

have asked you whether you are sure, or not, that yon 

are now, and for ever, children of God, and I have 

desired to place before you the Word of Godj whereby, if 

you believe it, you must be certain of your adoption in 

Christ. I have reminded you that the same mouth which 

says that Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour, the Son of 

God, says also, that whosoever believes it hath passed 

£rom death unto life, and must know that he is a child of 

God. I have also met your feeling about works and 

holiness, as evidences of a tine fai|^, by stating that, as 

they are the fruits of faith, faith must necessarily 

precede, and be active, before their first appearance ; 

and so, holding fast God's declaration, I have decidedly 

said and repeated to you, that your true obedience will 

follow your true belief — ^namely, the certainty of your 

adoption : and by that plain argument, I have shown why 

the sons of Rechab, forasmuch as they knew and were 

sore of their sonship, submitted their hearts to Rechab's 

injunctions. One thing, therefore, will conclude fully this 

first admonition, and here it is. What God says is true 

in itsell To believe God's word is 'not to make it true ; 

it was true before any revelation of it to man, or before 

any submission of man's mind to it. That testimony of 
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God also is one in itself. It is, therefore, an absurdity 
to believe a part of it, and not to believe any other portion, 
even the whole of that revelation. Now, yon disciples of 
the Bible, you profess decidedly to believe in the name of 
Jesus ; you call upon him ; you adore him ; you most 
solemnly believe in his atoning death and glorious resur- 
rection, and triumphant sitting at the right hand of God. 
Believe, therefore, the other portion of God's record, 
which runs in these words : — " If thou shalt' confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus (as you do it), and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, 
(as you belifeve it, certainly !) thou shalt be saved." 

Believe, therefore, you who believe in that glorious 
name of Jesus ! believe that you shall be saved ; that is 
to say, that you were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son ; therefore, that the Lamb was slain for you, 
because the Father had given you to him ; that is 
to say, that you are elect of God and his beloved ; 
and after having giinn glory to God's grace, and denied 
to the utmost self-righteousness and self-feeling, know 
from God's very mouth, and by the teaching of his Spirit 
of adoption, that you are bom of him, his sons and 
daughters : and come now, redeemed of Jesus, and 
family of God! come, true Rechabites, and prepare 
yourselves to listen to your Father's commands, and to 
obey them in a sweet feeling of adoration and gratitude. 

To you, therefore, true disciples, children of Grod, 
sealed with the Spirit of his Son, I present my second 
question : — 

II. Question. Do you consider the conmiandments of 
God as firm and binding to your hearts to day, as weU as 
when they issued froim his mouth ? 
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For this second character was in the solemn ohedience 
of the Rechahites. Being sure, as they were, of their 
sonship, they did also consider themselves as hoimd hy 
their father's commands, from generation to generation. 
As Reehah, in his quality of a father, was always the 
same (for it was always true, always a fact, that they 
were his race, his hlood, his offspring), Reehah, also, 
was ever the same in his right. His command to his 
sons was existing as much as his fathership, and to say 
" I am his," was necessarily to say, " He commands me." 
His order, therefore, was standing the same, as were his 
quality and character ; and the Rechahite,* since he was 
80, simply and positively, was and felt himself placed 
hefore the command, precisely as was the first of the 
sons, when he heard Reehah, and received the order as 
his very mouth and voice. Unto him, therefore, the 
commandment had the same meaning, the same extent, 
the same power, in a word, the same reality, as in its 
first declaration ; and after two, three, or four genera- 
tions of men, that race and family, having the same issue, 
the same hlood, and the same name, could not admit 
any alteration, or change of meaning or authority, in a 
prescription issued from a father, for ever the father, to a 
family, for ever also his own house. 

Ohedience, therefore, and the most implicit ohedience, 
was the natural consequence of a principle unchangeahle ; 
and to he a Rechahite was a sufficient reason for keeping, 
in a filial spirit, not only the commandment, hut the whole 
of it, in its more forcible and minute injunctions. 

No Antinomianism, therefore, among those true sons 
and daughters. No, not one of them, who could pretend 
or hoast to he Rechab's hlood, and who would either 
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forget, or weaken and despise, in any measure, his 
father's charge. He would have at once denied his 
lineage who could have iransgressed Rechab's mandate. 
No Eechdbism, indeed, where is no honour to Rechab's 
behest! 

And do not suppose, GhristianB, such an obedi^ice was 
an easy thing. It was not a li^t buiden to the flesh, a 
ready perfonnance for the heart, and a welcome esthna- 
tion to the mind, to put aside at once the chiefest comforts 
of life, in abstaining not only from habitual enjoyments, 
but even from human and social ties, from honour, 
wealth, and filiate, and in agreeing to pass a life of priva- 
tions, in the sight of a nation crowned with Crod's blessing 
and premises upon earth. 

But obedience to a father, but nncerity of honour to 
his character' and wisdom, were above all difficulties and 
sacrifices. Hardships, and lengthened and heavy incon- 
veniences, were immediately submitted to duty, and fidelity 
was the obvious consequence of a generous dedicaiicMi of 
the heart to a father's prescript. 

Do see and admire it, disciples of Christ, in that grave 
transaction which the words of the prophet have just now 
placed before us. The circumstance was special, extra- 
ordinary, and, in some way, a mastering one. The Re- 
ehabites, sununoned by God himself, were led into the 
very temple of God ; and there a prophet of the Lord» 
speaking from the Lord, addressed them with an ordesr to 
" drink wine." The very spot, the speaker, the positive 
direction of God, every circumstance was imposing ; and 
if ever an ezc^ytion to a strict obedi^ice, and an exeuse 
to one interruption of it, could take place, it was at that 
time. Who could have charged the Rechabites with 
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rebellion against their father's command, when a prophet 
of the Lord, in the sacred house of God, and so abso- 
lutelj, was asking to postpone, for a short while, the long 
and unremitted habit of their strict compliance ? 

Fidelity, dear brethren, is perfection, and perfection 
does admit neither lessening nor intermission. Fidelity 
is altogether correlatiYe to the law's existence, and where 
the law is the same, fidelity remains also the same ; and 
if interest, calculaticAs, fidends or foes, hopes or fears, 
haye nothing to do with the law's dignity, they have no- 
thing more to do with a sincere obedience, with a tme 
fidelity. Hath the Lord spoken? his comfltnand is true 
and standing as himself, and his Spirit will teach his 
family to observe that command ; and that by no means 
because it is acceptable to the fiesh or appx)yed of the 
world, but because God is the true and living God, and 
because fidelity is wie of the fruits of his Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus has walked on that path. The will of 
liis Father was his nourishment ; and when death, and 
even the death of the cross, and the dreadful curse of 
the law have ecmie against him, fidelity in our blessed 
Lord hath despised death, and obedience hath more than 
vanquished the most terrific temptation. 

Christians, do you now perceive the power of my second 
argument, and what I am about te press upon your con- 
sciences when I repeat, are you true Bechabites ? Do 
you consider your heavenly Father's commandments as 
binding to your love and will, as requiring from you the 
pyrest and the firmest fidelity ? 

Alas ! brethren, here lies our misery, and the very 
cause of our grief. If we do believe, through grace, that 
Jesus hath loved us, and that for us he shed his bkod, horn 
feebly we realize that we are his^ that he hath bought ns, 
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indeed, with a high price, and that we must therefore 
glorify our Gk)d, in our body and in our spirits, which are 
Gk>d'B. How few instances of true adoration, of true 
honour, submission, obedience, and true reliance on Jesus ! 
and how many, how iterated proofs and sad evidences of 
leyity and forgetfidness of Grod*s presence, of negligence, 
ah. Christians, of transgression of his positive commands ! 
Gould we number, and even remember and know our 
manifold, our accumulated infidelities, who among you 
could bear, in this very hour, the recital of his transgres- 
sions or offences against the Gospel of Jesus ? Who of 
us is not humiliated, and does not feel his heart oppressed 
and his eyes filled with tears, when he remembers Grod's 
charity, patience, tender love, and support ; and when he 
considers, also, how miserably, and often how proudly and 
reluctantly he has returned to his God and Saviour love 
for love, and obedience to his amiable statutes ? 

Oh, let none of us judge or condemn Israel of old, and 
oppose with a spirit of reproach the sons of Rechab ta 
the people of God. What Israel was, we are the same 
ourselves ; what he did, we do ; and if the Lord rebuked 
Israel, has he not, oh. Christians, the same cause to say 
imto us also, I have spoken unto you, I have sent to you 
my word and my servants, I have said to you, return ye 
now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, 
and go not after idols to serve them ; but you have not 
hearkened to my words, and you have not inclined your 
ear to my command. The sons of Rechab did perform 
the commandment of their father ; but you, my people, 
and the church of my Son, you have not listened unto me. 
A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master ; 
Hut where is mine honour, where is my fear, in your 

'nd and in your obedience ? 
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Tea, my brethren, yea, disciples of Jesus, the Lord 
our Father, before whom we are in this temple, has seen 
and known all our infidelities, open or secret, and he was 
witnessing our souls when they drank, to their shame, the 
polluted, the prohibited wine of sin and carnality. Let 
our God, therefore, be justified in his sayings, and let 
every one of us be convinced of having, as Ephraim of 
old, and repeatedly, sworn falsely in making a covenant 
with Crod, of having increased lies, of having provoked 
the Lord most bitterly to anger. 

Awful and terrific position, were not Grod merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. But 
there is a long-sufiering about him imto us ; and with 
him is forgiveness that he might be feared ; and if he 
warn us to-day, if he remind our souls of their iniquities, 
he does it again, brethren, in his compassions, that we 
may search our ways, that after having seen and known 
why we have been unfaithful, we should return sincerely 
to obedience, and answer distinctly as the Rechabites, 
" No ; we will drink no wine." 

Where is, therefore, the cause of our infidelities? 
"Why, Christians, we who certainly believe in our God's 
grace in Jesus, and who, with the same sincerity, acknow- 
ledge his right of king over us, do we neglect and tres- 
pass his laws? Do we drink so often, alas! so readily, 
that polluted wine of lust and vanity which he has for- 
bidden us even to taste? What is, oh, my brethren, the 
cause of such a glaring inconsistency ? 

That cause is our own levity ; our want of a sincere 
contemplation of God*s right. It was not so in a Re- 
chabite with respect to his father's command. Unto him 
that command was a reality, absolute, complete, and 
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individual. It is a fact, said that son, that Rechab Has 
giren a law to his children. His month has really spoken 
his will, and that will is absolute i^o. Mj father has 
not said, yon shall not drink such or sneh special wme, 
nor in sach quantity, nor in that or another time and ck- 
cumstance. But he has sidd, absohitdiy, completely, and 
fcH* eyer, you shall not drink wine, any wine, and in any 
measure or season. And also, it is to me, to myself, that 
the command is addressed; for it was imposed to ibe 
whole family,-^ from generation to generation, and here am 
I as one of its members. 

Such was the serious consideration of a Rechabite, and 
such also must be ours, if we mind indeed about obedience. 
We must really take the commandments of Jesus to ns 
as so many facts, true and existing to*4ay as ever ; as 
facts complete, absolute in their meaning and authority ; 
and as facts in relation with each of us, with any soul who 
calls in sincerity upon th^ name of the Lord* Now, 
Christians, what is more real, m(»^ true, more a &et im- 
moveable and ever the same, than God's nature? Who 
could suppose that the wisdom, the holiness, the juslice of 
our Lord, are not the same in this very moment as^ they 
were from all eternity ? And his laws and commands, are 
they not the direct and genuine manifestation of his attii- 
hotes, and specially of his holy and tender charity for his 
family ? Why, therefore, would we consider a c<»nmaEidr 
ment of our Lord — ^I siqipose this one, '^ Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world" — as 
having had its realily and binding authority in that only 
time when it was written, but no more now to-day ? Is 
there any time in God ? Has not God seen our genera^ 
tion, and is not his holiness ap4 ^s love for his people a 
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fact always the same ? Is it not true, in this very mo- 
ment, that the flock of the good Shepherd is not of the 
world, as its glorious leader is not of the world, and that 
there is not to-day any possihility for a soul of man to 
seire two masters? If, therefore, we consider atten- 
tively the nature of things, hoth in God and in ourselves, 
we shall understand and see that as the Word of God 
endureth for ever, precisely because it is God*s mind and 
will, so the commandments of Our Lord stand and are in 
existence and force, as much as is the nature itself of the 
unchangeable Grod. 

Begin, therefore, with that simple but serious considera- 
tion, if you arc indeed willing to keep Grod's ordi- 
nances ; then to that first thought, add with the same 
attention, as did the Rechabite, that the command of our 
Lord is absolute, complete, and boundless. 

For consider, I beg you, the parallel conduct of Daniel 
and his fellows, when he refused to eat the meat and to 
drink the wine of an idolatrous king, He refused not 
certain meats, he abstained not from a certain wine ; he 
did not also compound, as it were, with his refusal, and 
say that he should receive that food in some measure 
only, or in a limited portion of time. No, Christians ; 
but his will and decision were absolute, complete, bound- 
less ; because it was absolutely and completely true that 
the table of the king was a polluted one. So dealt the 
Rechabite. He did not consider the wine as forbidden 
unto him to a certain extent, or in a certain circumstance, 
but as forbidden absolutely, as being wine, and not as a 
kind of wine, or in a special quantity. 

It was, therefore, the thing itself, and not its accidents, 
that Rechab had prohibited, that Daniel and his consorts 
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rejected ; and it is also the thing itself, and not its pro- 
portions of quantity and time, which the Lord Jesus pro- 
hibits within his realms ; and that thing, Christians, is 
what the Scripture calls sin, whatever may be its appear- 
ance or measure. But specially, children of God, and 
consecrated flock of his Son, that forbidden wine is the 
worldliness, that conformity to the world, thiH agreement, 
that concord and compact with this age, whereby, and 
very soon, the people of God, the Church of Christ, is 
first in many outward things, and then in inward feelings 
assimilated to the wicked generation, to the lovers of lust 
and vanity. 

Here, brethren, the command is absolute, complete, 
unlimited. It does not say, little children, keep yourselves 
from certain idols, and in certain time of your life, to- 
morrow and not to-day, in your old age and not in your 
early days, in an excessive abuse and not in a prudent 
mea^e; but it says, in the most plain and decisive 
manner, drink no wine ; abstain from sin, from every mn, 
from any sin, because sin, in its very nature and essence is 
hated by God, as it is hatred of Grod; because it is 
death in its least quantity, as well as it is in its indulgence 
and flagrancy. 

What an extensive law, Christians ! YThat an absolute 
prohibition ! What a severity in our Lord's interdictioni ! 
' Yea, what a severity indeed ; for as Grod is love infi^ 
nitely, he does infinitely secure the happiness of his. dear 
family ; and as sin, whatever may be its mixture, taste, 
or allurements, is misery, misfortune, evil, and calamity 
to a soul, our gracious and wise Father, who knows it, 
has bounded sin with a fire of indignation and curse ; and 
from out his tender bowels of mercy unto us his redeemed 
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family^ has founded this unchangeable intunation, jou 
shall not sin ; jou shall not drink the wine of iniquity ; 
you shall not lore the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. 

O Rechabite ! shalt thou complain against thy father's 
injunction, and find fault with thy first and best friend? 
Shalt thou judge his prudence or impair secretly his 
authority, because he has absolutely and peremptorily re- 
moved from thy lips the cup of the world, and its intoxi- 
cating, beverage, its venomous and deadly wine ? 

And you, Christians, will you complain also, and resist 
Jesus 's prescriptions by some deceitful and guilty reason- 
ing or evasion? Will you, for instance, fancy or pretend 
that Jesus 's command is not altogether strict and abso- 
lute ; that his law is not a rigid one : that there is, at 
least, some line beyond which some relaxation is found, 
where even a drop of wine is no more prohibited ? 

Ah, my brethren, that line is nowhere. The limit of 
prohibition was placed beyond the most remote and ex- 
treme boundaries of this world, at the very gate of eter- 
nity, at the entrance into God's presence. Do not hope, 
therefore, or fancy that it is fixed in this side of your 
grave. It is beyond, or rather, it is within it ; for there, 
I mean in death and within her dark abode, sin is over- 
whelmed for the Christian, together with his flesh and all 
the temptations of the world. But not before, Christian^ 
no never before thy last issue from thy body of sin, the 
commandment of thy Lord will lose of its reaUty, of its 
absolute rigidity, of its untreatable exigence. 

What then shall you do any more, oh, Ephraim, with 
your idols? Where or when will you attempt to look at 
them and to bow before them ? Is there here below some 
c2 
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hidden chamber where the Lord will not see them, where 
his finger has not written on the wall, thou shalt not be 
an idolater ? Or will there be ever one hour, oae 
quarter of an hour, when the law of Jesus will, at length, 
supersede and no more repeat with its horrible threat, 
thou shalt not touch the cup of vanity? Thou shalt hate 
it ; thou shalt most surely overturn it, if ever thou meet- 
est it ; for whoever drinks it shall die ? 

"What, "will certain disciples say to you, who wish to be 
free really from all sin and disobedience, '' hath God said 
indeed that you should go to the full length of abstinence ? 
Look to so many Christians, and even to reputed and ex- 
emplary disciples, and see how they force nothing, they ex- 
aggerate nothing, but they prove themselves to be as well 
meek, and tractable, and moderate, as correct, decent, 
and truly religious. That you should not fashion your- 
selves according to the lusts of an incredulous world^ the 
Bible says it, and you are right to do it, and we also, we 
know how to avoid extremes and abuses. But where 
does the Bible say that you, young person, young man, 
you cannot enjoy the prime of your life, adorn your figure, 
mix with an amiable and gay society, or read books of 
innocent merriment, or partake of diversions and enter- 
tainments? Come, therefore, with us, who are most 
surely on religion's side, but wisely and without dulness 
or morosity, come and drink, if not freely, at least mode- 
rately and with gratitude to God, the wine of human in- 
dulgency to pleasure." 

" We will drink no wine," answered the sons of 
Bechab ; "let all the inhabitants of Jerusalem if they like 
it, and let specially the mighty and wise men of the 
people, its counsellors and scribes, take their pots and 
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their cups, and empty them to their di-egs ; that depends 
upon their own conscience, and not upon ours. We have 
no right nor commission to judge them, but we must judge 
our own persuasion and deeds ; and as the commandment 
of our Father is absolute and positive, we will keep it, 
and strictly. No, friends, no, prophets of the Lord, no, 
religious and. moderate people, we will not listen to yom* 
exposition of our father's commands, as we shall not imi- 
tate the deeds of any other family. This do know, and 
be pleased to understand, that we are Rechabites, there- 
fore we will drink no wine." 

Here then, dear brethren, let us have no compromise 
with the world, whatever may be its organs or inter- 
preters. Sin, sin in its full natm^e and extent, the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is the 
forbidden cup, the poisoned drink.; and there is no event, 
no emergency, no casualty, no time or season, no age or 
situation, which may, in any way, and even for one in- 
stance, or one single hour, allow you to trespass. God 
is on his own side, and the world on its own side also. 
A wide, an impassable gulf is betwixt them. Choose, 
therefore, for it is impossible to stand at once on both 
places. Choose frankly, generously, absolutely, for 
neither God nor the world will admit a half service ; and 
if, after due and solemn consideration, you choose 
God's side, remember, people of God, that as Jesus was 
not a moderate, but a fervent, but a devoted servant of 
his Father, so you, his disciples and followers, you must 
account yom*selves to be Rechabites indeed in your 
fidelity ; and to be, even if ye be alone, yea, alone, in 
your obedience ; for never will men justify what the Lord 
has condenmed. 
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And be aware, Christians, that as every son of Reehab, 
and any of them, was convinced that the commandment 
was addressing himself, and as consequentlj, that man 
was not looking for his obedience to a kind of confede- 
racy and general submission of his family, bnt to his own 
personal acquaintance with the command, because he was 
personally the blood of Reehab ; so every and any one of 
you is addressed by Jesus, his own Redeemer, his own 
Shepherd, his own King and Defender, as if any of you 
should be the only one elect of the Father, the only re- 
deemed soul by the Son's blood, and regenerated xmto 
life by the Spirit of grace. 

Be then aware, oh, thou, a true Christian ! that as for 
thee, for thyself, was the precious blood of the Lamb 
shed ; as for thy soul's life was the Great Shepherd of 
the sheep brought again from the dead ; as for thine own 
salvation and full glory the High Priest of our profession 
is within the sanctuary, making intercession before the 
Father ; and as thou art, even in thine own soul, sealed 
with the Spirit of the promise, and so made unto God a 
precious and consecrated creature; — so, Christian, to 
thee, to thyself, thy God and Father, thy Saviour and 
Shepherd, thy Leader and Comforter says, do not drink 
wine ; do not touch the imclean thing, oh thou, a holy 
vessel of the Lord; for unto thee, unto thyself also, 
is laid up a crown of rejoicing, which thy Lord will 
place himself over thy brow in that day (drawing already 
so near), when he will make up his jewels, when he will 
reward his servants, and every one of them. 

Oh ! my friends, what a celestial power is in that pro- 
mise of our Lord ! What a deep and constraining incite- 
ment to a complete and watchful obedience, is that inti- 
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mac J ¥dth God himself, whereby we know that he is oiir 
God, our merciful Father, and that all his laws and sta- 
tutes are nothing but the faithful and wise manifestation 
of his eternal and unlimited love ! 

Let, therefore, his commandment come, it is welcome, 
indeed, for. it brings us glad tidings of spiritual life, 
health, and comfort, of a sweet fellowship with the Father 
and the Son, of a sure and glorious reward of rest and 
glory in that heaven where sin shall not enter, where 
temptation and trial shall be no more, and where the true 
and sincere Rechabite will sit with his brethren at the 
blessed table of his Lord. There he wiU drink the new 
wine, the wine of rejoicing in his God, and there also he 
will realize fully the third character of adoption, namely, 
that fraternity which the Spirit of life will glorify in the 
Church and great assembly of the first bom. 

And Ihis is my last contemplation of that grand picture 
which the Rechabites have placed before us. If they 
knew that they were indeed the children of Rechab, and 
if they considered his conunand as a reality for each of 
them, they understood and felt also that they were one 
family, one body, one special tribe and generation of men ; 
and in that third character they found a third and effica- 
cious motive to their faithful obedience. 

I address you, therefore. Christians, with my third 
question. 

ni. Question. Do you consider the Church of Christ 
as one family in €rod, as real brothers and sisters in 
Jesus, as one and the same body, actuated by one Spirit, 
for one and the same work of obedience ? 

What a , sadness that very question creates in our 
hearts, and what a shameful silence it forces us to keep 
under God's eye ! 
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Fraternity ! Oh Christians ! do jou know«rhere it is 
upon earth? Did jou meet it somewhere in some blessed, 
peculiar, and supernatural congregation of disciples 3 
Say and answer, brethren, is that celestial gift in your 
possession ? Has your soul received from the Spirit of 
the Father that heayenly breathing, and do you really 
feel in your hearts those affections, that tenderness which, 
Jesus has evidenced for his beloved, for those whom he 
is not ashamed to call his brethren ? 

Ah ! there is no need to press and accumulate our 
questions. It is too well known to Christians of this age 
that fraternity, unfeigned fraternity, is as it were absent 
from the Church, even from the best parts of it, and that 
when we desire to contemplate it, we must lift up our 
eyes, and through faith, behold that company and Church 
of the spirits of just men made perfect, who stand with 
rapture before the throne in heaven, and who praise 
incessantly tlie Lord whose blood has redeemed them. 

There, Christians, is fraternity indeed ; for there one 
Spirit, teaching one love, unites in one body all the ser- 
vants and friends of Jesus. There in that truly living 
and holy congregation, are no more heard these humaa 
words : my Church ! my form ! my worship ! my own set 
of worshippers ! my own and only pure Society ! my, my, 
and always my ! But there is heard, and repeated to 
God and to his Lamb, and through the same Spirit : 
Tliy grace, Lord! Thy blood, Redeemer! Thy 
sweet efficacy, Comforter, have made us thy children, j 

of every kindred and tongue, and people and nation, and 
have created us unto thyself, Lord ! from the same 
lump of sin and. death, unto the same kingdom of bliss 
and glory ! Yea, Lord ! thy love, thy mercy, thy power* 
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thy blood, #• thy patience, thy fidelity, thy endless and 
immutable charity, have made us thine, one in thee, to be 
loved of thee,-%nd to be accomplished in thy love, without 
restraint, without measm'e, and without end ! 

Blessed anthem of the Church above ! Holy song 
which the Spirit teaches to the bride of the Lamb ! Dear 
brethren, let us hear it, and understand that a^ fraternity 
among the Rechabites was an efficacious means of 
fidehty, so among us the same feeling, but in Christ 
and in his Spirit, will prove also to be an help, a 
comfort, and a rehef in our obedience to our Father's 
command. 

For as to the Rechabites, it is obvious that their being 
one family, one set of men among other men, not only 
reminded them continually of their offspring and duty ; but 
also placed them very favourably before their nation. As 
they professed and proved to be a peculiar generation, 
that plain and determined stand warned the people that 
there were in them speciaHties not to be forsaken by them,, 
and therefore not to be touched or controlled by strangers. 
And as their character and family features were around 
them, as a fence against temptations frgm without, the 
same were within their family, as an enforcement to their 
special standing, as a comfort both always ready and 
welcome in their difficulties and manifold privations. 

On one side, therefore, the world, when he saw them 
so distinctly separated, felt that it was useless to attempt 
any allurement of effort to seduce them ; and on the 
other side, the family, compact together (as says a psalm), 
fotmd both its honour and safety in one spirit of submis- 
sion to its pecuhar duties, which appeared to its members 
as 60 many privileges. There fraternity was real, and ita 
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beautiful effects notorious. The feeble was helped by 
the stronger, and the old Rechabite was exhorting, 
encouraging, and drawing after his own and tried 
example, the youth whom, perhaps, temptations from 
the surrounding families of the nation, could haye 
attracted and carried away. 

Happy union and harmony, in which a filial spirit 
could display its obedience ! Happy and strong ties' of 
mutual love, support, and exhortation, whereby perse- 
verance was alimented and sacrifices accomplished with 
one and the same gladness ! 

^ Why, then. Christians, is not that blessed intimacy, 
that oneness of mind and soul, more desired, more 
cherished among the redeemed of Jesus ? Was it not, 
after the miraculous ef^ion of the Spirit of God <$ver 
his family, was not that union and deep fellowship the 
celestial feature of our brethren ? " The multitude of 
them that believed," it is written, "were of one heart and 
of one soul ;** they continued stedfastly in fellowship, great 
grace was upon them all ; and (mark this!) they had 
favour with all the people, who magnified them, and from 
whom no man durst join himself to them. 

So was the Spirit of €rod powerfrd among true children 
of God. So were their hearts rejoicing in brotherly 
feUowship, and their souls ready to perform the most 
difficult duties ; for what duty is more averse to natural 
man as to part with goods and property, with houses, 
lands, and the prices of them ? So was also that spirit 
their holy stamp before men ; and as they were loving 
each other within the Church, they were in the meaniime 
adorned, in the sight of the nation, with that garment of 
light which is indeed the bright apparel of the Bride of 
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Jesus, and which at once makes her known in the midst 
of a crooked generation. 

Very well, will say perhaps some men of this audience ; 
that was interesting and beautiful indeed, and any true 
Christian will praise it. But other circumstances, other 
possibilities. When the Church was still of a small 
extent, and when she was so decidedly separated from 
another religion and worship, it was but easy to Chris* 
tiansto be as one and a compact body, and their fraternity 
was a natural demonstration of their definite existence. 
But to<day, and in large nations and populous cities, when 
the very multitude is named Christian, how could the 
same oneness and the purity of fellowship and fraternity, 
be practicable among so many discrepancies of persuasion, 
discipline, worship and domestic pursuits? Let every 
Christian be faithful to his own knowledge of Jesus's 
grace, and as much as he can, let him exercise bene- 
volence and gospel-feelings ; but let no man condemn him, 
when he finds that it is out of his power to imitate titt^ 
fraternity which of course muted the family of Rechahy 
and which also was so glorious among primitive Christians, 
but in their narrow and very peculiar position. 

60 on, my friends ; say your fuU argument, and in 
order to have it firm, do not fear to conclude by saying 
honestly, that both the Acts of the Apostles and their 
epistles were perfectly good and quite judicious, for their 
own times, but that evidently they could not any more be 
suitable to subsequent ages, and most certainly to our 
populous cities, great nations, and numerous and larger 
Churches. 

But as none of you Christians would even suppose that 
the Spirit of Christ was mistaken when he inspired the 
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holy Aposdes, and as fraternity is their poaitire teaching 
and exhortation to the saints who are in Christ, through- 
out the world at large, it follows from their iterated 
injunctions that your remark falls to the ground, and that 
to-day, and in any Church of Christ here below, though 
extensive it may be, fraternity, without hypocrisy, is a 
duty — a positive duty — as well as a privilege and a bless- 
ing, and that whoever does not show forth his love to 
the brethren by as many performances as he is able to 
accomplish, is against the Spirit's teaching, against the 
love and command of the Father, against the very example 
and daily affection of Jesus, the Head of the Churchy 
and in fact, a dislocated member in that body, " of whom 
all the parts fitly joined together, and compacted by that 
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of eveiy part, make increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love.** 

That is to say. Christians, that the more you will open 
mar hearts to an unfeigned love of your brethren in 
Jesus, the more also will you feel that the Spirit who 
abideth in the Church and in each of her members, as in 
his own temple, will produce in your soul a more actual 
perception of Grod*s love in Christ unto you and your 
brethren, and prepare your heart to ready sacrifices and 
noble duties, which a solitary religion and a kind of 
spiritual egotism will never create in a soul isolated from 
the living body of Jesus. 

Let those faithful Churches which in all ages have 
listened in sincerity to the Grospel of Christ, and which 
very attentively have excited and kept in their devout 
bosom the pure fire of charity and brotherly love ; let the 
Churches truly separated from a wicked and infidel mul- 
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titude, and truly made free by the saving efficacy of the 
Spirit ; yea, let those congregations of sincere disciples 
demonstrate that, if the Rechabites were firm in their 
proposal, and performance, because among other means, 
they were united as brothers — as one family ; the chil- 
dren of God also when they understand aright their 
spiritual and heavenly birth, their spiritual and heavenly 
vocation, and their glorious and celestial hope of an endless 
kingdom, receive from their mutual prayers, from their 
cordial and true demonstrations of honour and love, and 
powerfully also from their reciprocal examples of edifi- 
cation, as a shower of that dew of Hermon that descends 
upon the mountains of Zion, and that brings with itself 
and from the Lord, a blessing and a new life. 

Go, Christians, and put it into practice, by making a 
serious and active essay of that efficacy of the Spirit of 
Ood. Seek indeed for a nearer and more habitual con- 
nexion with those souls who together with you, were 
baptized into Christ, by the spirit of grace. Draw near 
them, and give to them an easy access to yourselves, and 
in due time of sweet intercourse, reading, and conversation 
on the things of God, enter with them beyond the veil 
into the sanctuary, and adore and pray to your one and 
mutual Father, and you will see whether brotherly love is 
a dead feeling, or an efficacious virtue of God himself in 
his dear children. 

Do it, brethren, and after having sought for that 
celestial feeling from house to house, and oftentimes 
when you are alone, in your supplications to God for your 
brethren, come into €U)d's tabernacle, and there open 
your heart to your true friends, in the sight of your 
heavenly Friend and eldest Brother ; and together with 



46 THE RECHABITE8. 

them, in a pure and fervent feeling of unity in Jesus, 
praise your Lord, make intercession through the same 
Sprit, and receite the promise of God which is that 
precious ointment of gladness and comfort in hun, and 
of strength in his service, which runs down from Jesus 
upon brethren who dwell together in unity. 

Then you will experience that to be openly one with the 
people of Grod, to take nobly that stand, and declare that 
you go forth to Jesus, out of the camp, bearing his 
reproach, will be an imposing restraint to the world, and 
will level your path and make straight your way before 
you. They are Rechabites ! will repeat the world, with 
a contempt and a sneering, it is true, but forcibly with a 
conscience struck and in awe. They are Rechabites; 
therefore they drink no wine ; let them alone ! 

But not alone, indeed, faithful disciples ; your Grod is 
with you, and with you shall he be when men will for- 
sake you, and shrink with contempt from your holy family, 
from your chaste discourse, from your correct and Chris- 
tian manners, from your pious and Bible-savouring abode, 
from your simple and steady profession of love and ho- 
nour for Jesus. Tea, Christians, the more you will be 
far from the world and the world far from you, the more 
also will you be united to Christ and Christ to you. The 
world, the scornful, the timid, the adulterous generation of 
lukewarm and double-minded professors of Christianity^ 
will be alone, dreadfully alone, under Satan's mastery, 
and the face of the Lord will be set against them. Bat 
you, the Church and bride of Jesus, night and day 
and continually before him, and even graven upon the 
pahns of his hands, you will feel his presence with you, 
his mighty peace within you, and know from his blessed 
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Spirit, that if he approved the Rechabites in their union 
and fidelity, much more will he countenance, in the sight 
of men and angels, his own people, his obedient and affec- 
tionate children. 

CONCLUSIOX. 

But, dear friends, I must commit what I have said to 
you, to the merciful blessing of our God. We are, I have 
said, before him what Israel was of old. The fidelity 
of the sons of Rechab was a reproach, a solenm rebuke, 
from God to his hardened people. The Rechabites have 
also warned us to-day, and I trust they have done it to 
our lasting instruction. We have seen their obedience 
flowing from three springs : their filiation, as sons of 
Rechab ; their actual veneration for their father's com- 
mand ; and their mutual fraternity. Their example has 
taught us how to realize by faith in Grod's record and 
prranise, our own election in Christ ; how to receive the 
commandments of our heavenly Father as positive and 
personal ; and how to seek for the Spirit's comfort and 
efficacy in that love which is the bond of perfection. You 
may have seen. Christians, that first, a want of faith, 
whereby God's promise is annihilated: second, then a. 
want of fixity of mind and will, whereby the command- 
ments are either set aside, or enervated ; thirdly, and 
lastly, a want of fraternity, of family connexion and love, 
whereby the Spirit of the Church is quenched, — are the 
very, and to be lamented causes of our torpid state in 
God's service, and of our shameful readiness to hearken 
to the world and to take his cup. 

What shall you do, flien ? Will you be satisfied with 
saying, It is true I It is too evident! We are inde^ 
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guilty before God ! Let him have mercy upon us ! Or 
will you rather with sincerity consider the right which 
Jesus has to master your feelings, and to command your 
acts, and in a humble, filial, and fervent disposition of 
piety, will you say, with the penitent son of the parable, 
" I will arise, and go to my father ?" 

Yea, dear children of God, to your Father — ^your ten- 
der and almighty Father; ready to receive you graciously, 
to fold you into his arms, to heal all your backslidings, to 
love you freely ; that you may grow again as the lily ; that 
your beauty, O Church truly freed ! may be as the olive 
tree, and your smell even as Lebanon. 

" Who then among you is wise, and he shall under- 
stand these things ; prudent, and he shall know them :" 
and he shall run the way of Gt>d*s commandments, 
because his heart will have been enlarged, and the joy of 
the Lord given him as his strength ? 

Two spiritual situations lay before you, dear disciples 
of Jesus : either you will, in your weak and unsteady faith, 
fight lazily against the world, and be left to your own 
isolated feebleness ; or sincere in that faitfi in Jesus, 
which is the victory that overcometh the world, you will, 
by the spirit of adoption shed abroad in your hearts, 
remember, value, and keep your Father's commandments, 
and receive daily fresh supplies of an heavenly vigour, 
from a real fellowship with your brethren and dear family. 

Once more, therefore, what shall you do ? Ah ! like 
the faithful Rechabites — ^like a noble-minded and cou- 
rageous Daniel, will you not purpose in your heart that 
you will not defile yourselves with the polluted wine of 
the world? ^ 

There it is before you ; and its pots and cups, filled up 
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to their brim, are offered to your kind, your benevolent, 
your amiable, and well-bred acceptance. They are upon 
the tables, they are in the very hands of your dear 
relations, of your best friends, and of so many honourable 
neighbours and fellow-worshippers, who drink them and 
do not die ; who drink them, and do not languish ; who 
drink them freely, and who keep their good sense, their 
morality, their religion, their upright behaviour before the 
Church and the people ; why not, therefore, join them, 
and unite in that easy life? Why not partake of pleasm-es, 
amusements, feasts, enjoyments, and fruitions, and relax- 
ations of mind or gratification of senses, which taken in 
a sober measure are nothing but agreeable, and never 
hurtful? 

Why, Christians? Because the sons of Rechab 
answered, positively, "We will drink no wine." That is 
to say, because you are children of God, children of light, 
the temples of the Holy Ghost, the flock of your Shep- 
herd and Redeemer, and that peculiar people^ zealous of 
good works, that chosen generation, that royal priesthood 
and holy nation, that should show forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of* darkness into his mar- 
vellous light. Yea, it is because you must, you must 
readily and bravely, under the banner of your Chief, 
which is love, deny all ungodliness and all worldly lusts, 
and because following the steps of Jesus, your Lord, you 
must indeed adorn the profession of your faith in him, 
before the present world, as you would immediately, in a 
time of need, stand and fight, even unto death, for your 
country and the dignity of your Queen. 

For suppose. Sirs, that your realms of this world and 
the bright sceptre of your throne are brought into some 
D 



50 THE RECfiABIXEfi. 

peril ; and see what is jour feeling, your decision, your 
all behaviour. Do you idumber in that hour of danger, 
saying and repeating that all is well ? Is your ear dull 
and your eye dim, and your hand torpid, and your heart 
senseless, when foes are blowing their trumpets, lighting 
their torches, and matching their weapons ? 

And if, when yoiur earthly abode, your earthly rights 
or repose, and the glory of your earthly monarch, ars 
threat^aed, ejen by a sii^le touch, <me chance, one 
insult, you feel such indignation, and you prepare such 
force and resistance; if, in that critical position, you 
perceive, detect, and abhor the least treason, you hate 
any dissimulation of loyalty, any connexion with suspected 
or compromising characters ; yea, faithful citizens ! if 
you be then even more than true Rechabites, not only 
refusing to drink wine, but overtuming pots and 
cups and trampling upon them ; — ^if so be your decision, 
your vigilance, your persev^ance, and, together with 
them, your many saerifkses, when it is a question of your 
city, of your throne, what will be, I beg you, Ghrisiians» 
your bravery, loyalty, and purooeis oi principle, when the 
kingdom of Jesus, the sceptre of Jesus, the glory of his 
crown, are endangered, attacked, insulted ? Answer in 
his sight, for the £ang (do you believe it, Christians ?}, 
the King is present among ns, and his eyes witness joor 
inward meditation. Answer, therefore, but to himself, 
and not to me, a sinner as you ; and say to your Saviour 
and your Judge what you intend to do for the humour of 
his Name, for the glory of his laws, for the matohleaa 
dignity of his eternal dominion. 

Are you ready to loath and repel the cup, you yoimg 
men, you young women, who pass through the ranks of 
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JesUB*s enemies, and who meet, at every step, a smile, an 
iimtation, an allm-ement, an example, and whose heart, as 
w«il as eyes, are so prompt to welcome the offer, and to 
mutate a friend ? Say, yoong folks of Christ ! are you 
ready to say with the noble Daniel, with the generous 
Rechabites, We will drink no wine ? No, Jesus ! we 
will not be unfaithful to thy love ; have and possess our 
w^le affecti<»i, and let thy celestial glory be manifested 
in our course here below, even, O Lord, in the prime and 
dawn of over Hfe. 

And you, men and women" (^ all ranks and situatioiis 
of life, who decidedly profess to be the disciples of the 
Son of Grod, are yon ready to preserve and countenance 
the honour of your Satioar, and to do ior him, for Jesus, 
Jesus himself, what yon shodd heiotily perform fer your 
present interests ? To you also the cup is tendered by a 
great many and ready hands. Ambition, applause, lame, 
and renown, with the fear of men, of exaggeration, of 
singularity ; or, perhaps, covetouaness, interest, ease, and 
cumkfrt, with their deceptions, their sophisms, their base 
eaiculattoiis ; or surely vanity, lust, sensuality, and 
luxury, with their meab, their parties, their plays, their 
entertamments, their poets, their novels and romances, 
their gaiety, their thoughtless dissipations ; in a word, 
the world, and always the same yratld, is round about you, 
with you, within you, abroad, at home, erexywhere, and 
its cup is fall, and your lips are thirsty, and thousaads of 
voices ciy to you. Drink, and fear not ! be mi^rry, and 
enjoy Hfe, for it is short ! 

Here, indeed, I pause, Christians, and I repeat to you 
but these last words : the life is short, is short, indeed, and 
I ask any <Hie of you, if he know the Lord and hb blood^s 
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efficacy, whether that brevity of days is an incitement to 
lose them or to improve them ; to poison our poor souls 
with the wine of sin, or to strengthen them by the 
Spirit of the Lord ; to praise and flatter Satan, or to 
glorify the Son of God, to welcome hell, and its horrors, 
and pains, or to mind heaven and an eternal felicity with 
God? 

That I submit to your serious consideration. I know 
that the pots and cups of this age are waiting for you. 
Alas ! they were, perhaps, with your hearts in this very, 
house of Grod ! But I know, also, that to you who fear 
the Lord, to you who believe sincerely in Jesus, to you 
who confess his Name and give thanks to the Father ; 
yea, dear brethren, to you that desire to keep his statutes 
and to love his people, I know that your Lord himself 
will be with you in your houses and families, in your 
avocations, trades, or labours, in the street and in the 
field, in the society of friends and in your private 
chamber ; and that there, if you call upon his Name for 
help, for strength, decision, and courage, he will renodnd 
you, as he did Joseph, Daniel, or Paul, or James, tliat 
his fear is the beginning of wisdom, that his people is an 
anointed and consecrated one, and that the friendship of 
the world is enmity with Grod. 

Who, then, are now here among you, spiritual Re- 
chabites ? Let them lift up their hearts to their Father, 
and say, in the grace which is in Jesus, and imder the 
wings and shelter of the Spu^t of holiness, " No, I will 
not forfeit my birthright ! No, I will not sell it, as a 
profane Esau, for a morsel, for a cup of shame ! No ! 
Jesus, my own Redeemer and King, I ^vill not listen to 
thy dark adversary. No, no! never, world, will I 
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drink thy wine ! I am the Lord's ; I will be his unto the 
end ; unto my meeting with him in his realms of bliss 
and gracious reward ! ! ** 

Do you hear? Do you listen? you, half disciples and 

foolish yirgins, who halt from year to year between Jesus 

and the world? Do you understand, and will you discern, 

at least to-day, between the righteous and the wicked, 

between him that serveth God and him that serveth 

him not? €rod (you heard it), decreed a blessing upon 

the fidelity of the sons of Rechab, but also he pronounced 

a curse against Israel, because that nation had refused to 

believe Grod's words and promises, and to surrender, as 

one family, to his commandments. Consider, therefore, 

and solemnly, what you are ready to perform. Consider 

whether Rechab 's sons repented ever of their fideUty and 

regretted to have been firm in a decisive hour of trial ; 

mind, also, whether Israel applauded always himself for 

his stubbornness and hardness of heart against the Lord ; 

and since there is still one day of God*s patience and 

tender mercies before you, meditate calmly but deeply upon 

that warning which is just now addressed to you, that you 

should humble yourselves, and returning without delay or 

hypocrisy to Jesus and his Word, you should openly and 

loyally take his yoke upon you, and confess also before an 

incredulous world, that Jesus is indeed the Son of God, 

that you believe on him, and that, forasmuch as you know 

that in him you have life and are the children of Grod, 

you honour his authority, you desire to love his family, 

and together with them to walk here below as a true 

Rechabite, as an heir of immortality, as a real citizen of 

heaven. 

Thus, disciples of Christ, the Lord has now spoken to 
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you. To the one, that he should exhort them to a more 
fiill and sincere reliance upon his grace^ and a more steady 
dependance on his Spirit's guidance and efficacy. To the 
others, that he should remind them of his rights, and of 
their reluctance to his authority. Behold, he has set 
hefore you all this day a hlessing and a curse ; a blessing 
if you bdieve your God, if you receive his command, if, 
in a mutual love and fellowship you keep hia orders, you 
imitate, with respect to him a Father and a Saviour, the 
Rechal»tes in then* filial obedience ; but a curse also, if 
ye will not obey the craunandments of the Lord your 
God, but tffln aside out of the way which he has com- 
manded you thia day, in this very period of your short 
life. 

Now, therefi}re. Christians, let the mouth of man cease 
fr(Mn speaking, and your heuts be lifted up to Grod, and 
pray to him for his merciful assistance. To him akne 
be gloij in his family, as to him alone, oar God, belongs 
that power of grace whereby we love him and keep his 
commandments. 
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